Islamic Terminology (Basic)
Abd – Servant; often used to signal a divine attribute of Allah

Abu Bakr – First caliph after Muhammad’s death in 632; died in 634

Adab – Muslim manners; knowledge

Adam – The first human and the first prophet, according to Islamic belief

Adhan – The Muslim call to worship

Ahl al-sunnah – The Sunnis

Ahl al-Kitab – The “people of the book(s)”; Jews, Christians and others considered monotheists who have a holy book/texts

Ahl i-hadith – Followers of hadith

Aisha – Daughter of Abu Bakr and one of Prophet Muhammad’s wives who reportedly transmitted many hadith

Ali ibn Abi Talib – The fourth caliph after Prophet Muhammad’s death; the first imam in Shi’a Islam; the Prophet’s cousin and son-in-law (married to Fatima)
Alim – One who is wise

Allah – The (only) god

Allahu Akbar – Known as the “takbir”; meaning “God is the greatest”

Al-Aqsa – The holy site in Jerusalem where Muhammad is believed to have ascended to heaven in 619

Ayah – A sign from Allah

Barakah – Grace; a blessing from Allah

Bid’ah – Innovation; inventing something that deviates from Islam

Bismallah – Shortened version of ‘Bismallah ar-Rahman ar-Rahim’ (In the name of God, the Gracious, the Merciful)

Bilal ibn Rabh – The man who made the first call to prayer, known as a muezzin

Buraq – The winged creature who transported Prophet Muhammad from Makkah to Jerusalem and then to heaven during al Miraj

Din – The Islamic way of life; religion
Dhikr (also called zhikr) – Remembrance of Allah; a Sufi ritual in which participants recite a word or phrase, sing music, or silently contemplate Allah

Dhimmi – Protected communities in Islamic communities; included Jews, Christians, and other religious minorities; these communities were often taxed

Du’a – A personal prayer to Allah that is differentiated from regular salat (du’a asks for something)

Eid – Festivity; shortened name for Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha

Fana – annihilation; destruction of the ego (nafs)

Fard – A required Islamic practice

Fatiha – The opening surah of the Qur’an

Fatima – The Prophet’s favorite daughter; wife of Ali; mother of Husayn and Hassan

Fatwa – A legal ruling

Fiqh – Interpretation of the law to specific cases

Ghayb – The unseen world; what is hidden

Hadith – Traditions about Prophet Muhammad

Hafiz – An individual who has memorized the Qur’an in its entirety

Hajj- The spiritual pilgrimage to Makkah

Halal/Haram – What is lawful/what is forbidden

Hamzah – Prophet Muhammad’s uncle

Hawwa – Eve

Hijab – A state of modesty; an Islamic headscarf

Hijrah – The migration from Makkah to Medina (Yathrib) in 622

Hira – The cave on the outskirts of Makkah where Prophet Muhammad received his first revelation

Ibadah – Forms of worship and rituals

Iblis – Satan

Ibrahim – Prophet Abraham

Ihram – State of purity in which Muslims enter Makkah (Mecca) at the time of hajj; white cloth worn at hajj; state of purity before prayer

Ijma – Consensus

Ijtihad – Effort of scholars to employ reason and analysis to find new legal solutions

Imam – One who leads a congregational worship

Imamzadeh – The institution on the imamate in Shi’i Islam; the places in which Shi’i imams and their relatives are buried, which are often visited by Shi’i pilgrims

Iman – The state of belief in Islam; faith

Injeel – The Bible

Iqra – The first word of the Qur’an revealed to Prophet Muhammad; to recite

Isa – Jesus

Isma’il – Ishmael, the son of Abraham who helped build the Ka’aba

Islam – Peace; to surrender

Jahannam – Hell

Jahilliyah – The state of ignorance and immorality that existed before Islam in Arabia

Jannah – Heaven

Jibreel – The angel Gabriel

Jihad – To exert oneself; to struggle; there is lesser (military) and greater (spiritual) jihad

Jinn- Creatures similar to humans that are non-physical and have free will 

Jum’ah – Friday congregational prayer

Ka’bah – The cube-shaped structure in Makkah constructed by Abraham and Ishmael; Muslims believe this was the first building constructed to worship one god

Khutbah – sermon; often given on Fridays at a mosque

Khadijah – Prophet Muhammad’s first wife; she died in 619 at the age of 65

Khalifah – The successor to Prophet Muhammad

Khutbah – The weekly sermon

Laylat al-Qadr – The Night of Power when Prophet Muhammad received his first revelation

Madhab – A school of thought in Islamic theology

Madinah – Yathrib;  named after Madinah al-Nabi (City of the Prophet)

Mahdi – The rightly appointed one; for Shi’I, the Twelfth Imam

Malikah – Angels; each person is assigned two who record his or her deeds over one’s lifetime

Manarah – Minaret; where the call to prayer (adhan) is given

Maryam – Mary

Masjid – Mosque

Mihrab – The niche in the wall that indicates the qiblah – the direction of prayer

Muezzin (mueddhin)– The individual who gives the call to prayer

Muhammad – The prophet in Islam who received revelations from the Angel Gabriel (Jibril). Muhammad is believed by Muslims to be the last prophet – hence the Islamic belief that is generally known as the ‘seal of the prophets.’ 

Muharram – the month of mourning for Shi’i (Ashura is the tenth of this month, when Husyan was killed)

Musa – Moses; Muslims believe that he was a prophet in order to gather people to worship one God and to lead the Jews out of captivity

Mushrikun – Polytheists

Muslim – One who submits to Allah; muslim (a monotheist) and Muslim (member of Islamic community of believers)

Nabi – prophet

Nafs – Soul or spirit; the ego
Pirs – elder; a Sufi teacher

Qiblah – The direction Muslims pray towards

Quraysh – Prophet Muhammad’s tribe

Qur’an – The recitation or the reading; the divinely revealed scripture in Islam

Rak’ah – a unit of prayer; seventeen per day in the five daily prayers

Ramadan – The month of fasting

Sahabah – Companions of Prophet Muhammad; those who witnessed Prophet Muhammad’s mission and met him personally, and died themselves as Muslims.

Salih – Widely accepted compilations of hadith

Sahur – The light meal taken before dawn prior to fasting during Ramadan

Salafiyyah – Neo-orthodox Islamic movement of the 19th century aimed at regenerating Islam by returning the early Islamic tradition

Salah/Salat – The five daily prayers in Islam (or three); ritual prayer
Sama/Sema – Sufi performance; hearing; audition

Sawm – Fasting during Ramadan

Shahada - Witnessing; the Muslim declaration of faith

Shari’ah – The ‘path’; Islamic law

Shi’ah Ali – The Party of Ali; the followers of Ali

Shi’ism – The second largest sect in Islam

Shi’i - Those who are loyal to ‘Ali Abi Talib, the cousin and son-in-law of Prophet Muhammad.  Believe that Ali was the rightful successor to the Prophet; do not recognize the legitimacy of the first three caliphs.

Shirk – The association or allegiance with something unrelated to Allah and the shari’ah

Silsilah – Chain of transmission or lineage in a Sufi order

Sufi – An individual focused on greater contemplation of Allah; a Muslim focused on devotional practices like extra prayers, fasting days, and pilgrimage (ziyarat) 

Sunnah – The traditions of the Prophet Muhammad

Sunni – Tradition; the largest group of Muslims (very diverse)
Surah – A chapter in the Qur’an
Tabi’un – The successors; those Muslims who followed the Companions or who knew a Companion but did not know the Prophet himself

Tafsir – Qur’anic commentary

Talbiyah – Phrases attributed to Abraham and uttered during the hajj

Taqlid – Blind imitation

Tariqah – road; way; path; a Sufi order

Tawhid – The oneness of Allah

Umar (Omar) – Caliph who ruled form 634 and 644; developed many early  institutions such as the treasury

Ummah – The community of Muslims

Umrah – The lesser pilgrimage to Makkah performed at a non-hajj time

Uthman ibn Affan – Caliph who ruled from 644 to 656

Wali - saint; “to be near”
Wudu – Ritual washing done before prayer

Zabur – The psalms

Zakah/Zakat – The almsgiving tax of 2.5%, meant for the poor 

Ziyarat – Visit; pilgrimage
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